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ABSTRACT 

RESUMEN 
nplia 

Small (1913) described the genus Diodella Small as a segregate from the genus Diodia L. and transferred a single 
species name into the genus as Diodella rigida (Cham. & Schltdl.) Small. Later in the year (Small & Carter 
1913) he transferred a second species, as Diodella teres (Walter) Small. For the next 85 years, Diodella was 
treated as a junior synonym of the genus Diodia. In 1999 Bacigalupo and Cabral revised the genus Diodia for 
the Americas. They treated Diodia in a very narrow sense, reducing it to five species, and suggested that 16 spe¬ 
cies then included in Diodia belonged to the genus Diodella without making the necessary new combinations. 
Over the last 14 years most of the new combinations in the genus Diodella have been made by various authors. 

Recently Cabana Fader et al. (2012) discovered that Diodella and Hexasepalum Bartl. ex DC. (1830) are 
generic synonyms. They proposed that Hexasepalum and its single species, H. angustifolium Bartl. ex DC., be 
rejected. They argued that since Hexasepalum is older than Diodella, the 16 species of Diodella would have to be 
transferred to Hexasepalum, which would cause significant nomenclatural disruption. The Nomenclature 
Committee for Vascular Plants (Applequist 2013) did not recommend rejection of Hexasepalum and H. angusti¬ 
folium. The Committee felt that since most usage of the name Diodella has only been in the last decade, adop- 

The taxon known as Diodia teres Walter or Diodella teres occurs in North America, north of Mexico. For 
the Flora of North America, I will  treat it in a genus distinct from Diodia, thus it is necessary to transfer the spe¬ 
cific epithet of Diodia teres into the genus Hexasepalum. 
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Distribution.—Native: United States (Alabama, Arizoi 
of Columbia, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Ind 
Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North C; 
homa, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina 
Wisconsin), Mexico, Cuba, Hispaniola, Jamaica, Margarita, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicara 
gua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, Surinam, French Guiana, Ecus 
Brazil, Paraguay; introduced: Netherlands, Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal, 
China, Japan, Korea. 




